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Grand Valley earns gold status for sustainability
Grand Valley became the only university in the 
state and one of 45 in the country to receive 
gold status after completing a sustainability 
program developed by the Association for 
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education.
The Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and 
Rating System (STARS) is designed to help 
gauge the progress of colleges and universities 
toward sustainability in all sectors. Grand 
Valley joins universities such as Arizona State, 
Stanford and Cornell as a gold STARS status 
institution.
Of the 241 schools that received a ranking 
nationwide, Grand Valley’s average score was 
higher than the national score. The assessment 
included 1,000 questions and compared campus 
operations in four categories: education and 
research, operations, innovation, and planning, 
administration and engagement. 
This is the second time Grand Valley 
has participated in the STARS 
program. In 2011, the university 
received silver status. In 2008, 
Grand Valley was selected as one 
of 90 universities in the U.S. to 
participate in the pilot phase of the 
STARS rating system. 
Bart Bartels, project manager 
for the Sustainable Community 
Development Initiative, said, 
during a reception on March 21 
that Grand Valley’s scores went 
up in most categories, especially 
in areas of operations, innovation 
and planning. The university also 
scored well in the sub-categories 
of interdisciplinary research, 
environment, and diversity and 
affordability. 
Anne Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, said the entire 
university is responsible for the success of 
Students find Robinson’s book ‘inspiring’
More than 850 students participated in the 
Community Reading Project, reading and 
discussing The Element: How Finding Your 
Passion Changes Everything, by Sir Ken 
Robinson, in their classes.
The book was used by many faculty members 
who teach introductory Liberal Studies 100 
courses, including affiliate faculty member 
Maureen Wolverton. Robinson will be on 
campus this week as part of the Frederik Meijer 
Lecture Series in partnership with CRP.
Wolverton said her students found The Element 
inspiring and said it helped them view their 
lives from a different perspective.
“So many times students come to college 
because it’s the next step and major in 
something because it’s supposed to get you a 
good job,” Wolverton said. “This book opens 
students up to the endless possibilities that are 
out there waiting for them if they are willing to 
look.”
The book, a New York Times best-seller, draws 
on stories of celebrities, business leaders, 
athletes and others to illustrate Robinson’s 
point that when people arrive at “the element,” 
they feel most inspired and achieve at their 
highest levels.
Kirsten Bartels, faculty fellow in the Frederik 
Meijer Honors College, incorporated The 
Element into her Liberal Studies and Honors 
classes before it was selected for CRP. Bartels 
said while the courses covered different 
subjects for different student populations, the 
book served both courses well.
“In the Creativity class, the book was used a 
way to allow students for self-exploration into 
their passions and reconnect with their creative 
sides,” she said. “It inspired them to take some 
risks.”
Bartels said Honors College students who read 
the book found it helpful when discussing goals 
and potential barriers to achieving those goals.
Robinson will be on campus Wednesday, 
March 27, for a presentation sponsored by 
the Frederik Meijer Lecture Series and CRP. 
“Leading a Culture of Innovation” will begin 
at 7 p.m. in the Fieldhouse; doors will open at 
6 p.m. RSVP for the event online at the Honors 
College website, www.gvsu.edu/honor, click on 
“Frederik Meijer Lecture Series.” 
Robinson will also speak at a Seidman College 
of Business Alumni breakfast, see page 3 for 
more information.
He will have a book signing following the 
presentation. Participants can also preorder 
his soon-to-be-released book, Finding Your 
Element: How To Discover Your Talents and 
Passions and Transform Your Life, for $5 off 
the list price at the event through University 
Bookstores.
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Maureen Wolverton leads a discussion in her Liberal 
Studies course. Wolverton said her students enjoyed 
reading ‘The Element’ and found it inspiring.
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Bart Bartels, campus sustainability manager, explains how the 
university achieved STARS gold status.
continues on page 3
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Cindi Winowiecki,  
Client Services Manager
Cindi Winowiecki, client services manager at 
Grand Valley, said being able to provide her 
clients with events that go exactly as they 
envisioned is what motivates her on a daily 
basis. 
That is also the reason why Winowiecki said 
she chose to pursue Collegiate Conference 
and Events professional certification from 
the Association of Collegiate Conference and 
Events Directors-International. 
“I accepted the challenge to complete my 
certification process because I believed it would 
directly impact my ability to do my job on a 
daily basis,” said Winowiecki. 
Originally from Traverse City, Winowiecki has 
worked for Conference and Event Planning for 
the past 22 years. Winowiecki originally came to 
Grand Rapids to help with the opening of a new 
restaurant and said she immediately fell in love 
with the city. 
From there, Winowiecki worked to help cater 
food for the opening of the Eberhard Center, 
and was later hired as food services manager. 
Her Grand Valley 
career has evolved to 
her current position, 
where her work 
encompasses all facets 
of meeting planning.
The Collegiate 
Conference and 
Events Professional 
certification program 
was established by the 
ACCED-I in 1991 and 
requires candidates 
to present evidence 
of substantial 
professional experience, volunteer service to the 
profession, and complete a lengthy research-
based examination. Winowiecki was recognized 
at the association’s annual conference in 
Toronto, Ontario, on March 19. 
“Receiving this recognition from my peers 
means the world to me and I am ready to aspire 
to new challenges,” said Winowiecki.
In her spare time, Winowiecki said she enjoys 
running, cross-stitching, gardening and 
spending time with her pets. 
GVFaces
New interactive map houses 
360-degree tours of campus
See housing styles, 
tour dining venues or 
get more familiar with 
academic buildings at 
Grand Valley by explor-
ing a new interactive 
map on the virtual 
tours website. 
The website uses inter-
active photography to 
provide tours of build-
ings on the Allendale 
and Pew Grand Rapids 
campuses. It was created last May for those who want to explore or learn 
more about Grand Valley.  
The website, www.gvsu.edu/360tour, includes more than 20 tours of 
buildings and features packaged tours such as Athletics and Recreation, 
Health Sciences and Art, Music and Theater. 
Bambini selected for  
NLN leadership program
Deborah Bambini, associate professor of nursing, was 
selected for a yearlong leadership development pro-
gram for simulation educators through the National 
League for Nursing.
Following a competitive application process, Bambini 
was selected for the cohort of 20 nursing faculty 
members who will study under Pamela Jeffries, 
associate dean for academic affairs at Johns Hopkins 
University School of Nursing. Jeffries is a leading 
expert on clinical simulations and learning.
For the Kirkhof College of Nursing, Bambini chairs 
the Simulation Advisory Committee and promotes the integration of clini-
cal learning through simulation. She said the knowledge and experience 
she gains through the NLN program will greatly aid her work with nurs-
ing and health professions colleagues.
The number of simulations exercises has increased greatly, Bambini said. 
Recently Bambini helped develop an exercise for nursing students in a 
community health course that focused on discharging patients.
“We created a simulation day in which students provided discharge plan-
ning and teaching to standard patients, who were scripted to have certain 
conditions, personal challenges and home difficulties,” she said.
Healthy Choices deadline approaches
Benefit-eligible faculty and staff members who participate in the Healthy 
Choices Incentive Program must submit two healthy activities via the 
website by March 31.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and click on the Healthy Choices 
link. Participants who complete the requirements can earn $100. It’s not 
too late to participate in Know Your Numbers, see the website for details.
Veteran services officer  
available to students
Grand Valley entered an agreement with the Michigan Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs in early March to support a veteran services 
officer on campus. 
Annette Dennis, who is a department service officer for Disabled 
American Veterans, will be available to meet with Grand Valley student 
veterans on Mondays in the Kirkhof Center, room 1240, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
or by appointment.
Steven Lipnicki, assistant dean of students, said Dennis will be available to 
help any student veteran gain access to VA health care and assist with fil-
ing claims for service-connected disabilities and other questions. 
Dennis was an active duty staff sergeant who served in the U.S. Air Force 
from 1985-1993. She can be contacted at adennis@davmichigan.com or 
(586) 215-0540.
Cindi Winowiecki
Deborah Bambini
An interactive map gives people a virtual tour of 
campus building; visit www.gvsu.edu/360tour.
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Campus festival 
focuses on culture
The campus community is invited to the ninth 
annual Intercultural Festival on Tuesday, 
March 26, from 5-10 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, 
Grand River Room. 
Hosted by the Office of Student Life, the 
festival will celebrate different cultures 
through activities involving art, film, food, 
theater, sports, poetry, and dance and music 
performances by student organizations.
Aris Mantopoulos, Student Life graduate 
assistant, said he hopes guests walk away 
having learned something new about a culture 
different from their own. “The festival is a way 
to recognize how we all belong to a culture and 
that we should celebrate it,” he said. 
Robinson to speak at 
Seidman event
Best-selling author Sir Ken Robinson is the 
featured speaker for the Seidman Alumni 
Association Breakfast Series on Wednesday, 
March 27. Tickets are required to attend. 
Robinson is the author of The Element: How 
Finding Your Passion Changes Everything, 
and an internationally recognized leader in 
the development of education, creativity and 
innovation.
His presentation will begin at 9 a.m. in the 
DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium, 
breakfast will begin at 8:15 a.m. 
The breakfast event is sponsored by the 
Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Association and the Business Ethics Center. 
Contact the Seidman College of Business at 
x17100.
LaughFest founder to 
give Wheelhouse Talk
Leann Arkema, president and CEO of Gilda’s 
Club Grand Rapids and LaughFest founder, will 
be the final speaker of this year’s Wheelhouse 
Talks series presented by the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies.
Arkema has grown Gilda’s Club over the years, 
helping the organization serve more than 
10,000 visitors a year. Arkema will discuss 
her leadership philosophy and details of what 
motivates her to make a difference in the lives 
of people living with cancer. 
The presentation is set for Wednesday, March 
27, at 12:30 p.m. at the Urban Institute for 
Contemporary Arts, 2 Fulton St. in Grand 
Rapids
Admission is free, but RSVPs are requested at 
hauensteincenter.org, click on “Wheelhouse 
Talks.”
Telethon will raise funds 
for Relay for Life
Grand Valley Television will host a live telethon 
Thursday, March 28, to help raise money for 
this year’s Relay for Life.
“Lakers for a Cure” will broadcast live from 
8-10 p.m. from the Kirkhof Center, lower level. 
The telethon, with a goal of raising $2,400, is 
sponsored by the student radio station, Whale 
Radio, Lanthorn and GVTV. 
Donations can be made electronically through 
PayPal; viewers can watch the telethon from 
anywhere online at grandvalleytv.com/live.  
Meijer Campus will host 
solar panel workshop
Participants at a workshop sponsored by the 
Mejier Campus in Holland will learn how to 
build their own solar panels.
The workshop is set for April 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
at the Mejier Campus, 515 S. Waverly Road. 
Cost to attend is $35; RSVPs are required. 
Call (616) 394-4848 or send an email to Emily 
DeLano at delanoem@gvsu.edu.
Ott Lectureship to 
feature Nobel laureate
Ada Yonath, who was named the 2009 Nobel 
Laureate in Chemistry, will be the speaker 
for the 2013 Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in 
Chemistry.
Yonath is the director 
of the Helen and Milton 
A. Kimmelman Center 
for Biomolecular 
Structure and Assembly 
and a professor in 
the Department of 
Structural Biology at 
the Weizmann Institute 
of Science in Israel.
Yonath’s speech, 
“The Amazing 
Ribosome and Its 
Tiny Enemies,” will be April 3, at 6 p.m., in 
the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium. 
Yonath will also address students and faculty 
members earlier in the day during a chemistry 
seminar, “A Prebiotic Bonding Apparatus is Still 
Functioning in the Contemporary Ribosomes,” 
will take place at 1 p.m. in Manitou Hall.
For more information, contact Felix Ngassa, 
associate professor of chemistry, at x13803.
Film festival highlights 
Latin America
Grand Valley joins other area colleges and 
universities to present the fourth annual Grand 
Rapids Latin American Film Festival.
Events kick off April 4 with a screening of 
“Abel,” a Mexican film, at Celebration Cinema 
North. 
Films continue April 5-7 at Wealthy Theatre in 
Grand Rapids. The festival is free and open to 
the public; view the films and more information 
online at www.grlaff.org. 
The festival will include screenings of 14 films 
that focus on a wide range of contemporary 
subjects. Directors of the films will give a 
presentation on April 6 at the theater at 7 p.m.
The festival is also sponsored by Aquinas 
College, Calvin College, Davenport University 
and Ferris State University. Other sponsors 
include the Mexican Consulate in Detroit, 
and Chicago consulate offices of Argentina, 
Venezuela and Brazil.
What’s Ahead
Ada Yonath
moving from silver to gold status. “It took 
support and leadership from many offices and 
departments across campus to make Grand 
Valley a leader in sustainability. This would 
not have been possible without help from 
everyone.” 
Since the last STARS submission, the university 
has made improvements in areas of composting 
and recycling, and has added educational 
and innovative programs such as a student-
led Green Team and Eco Reps program, the 
Sustainable Ambassador Program for offices 
and departments, and expanding sustainability 
week to a yearlong campus celebration. 
Additional efforts include installing several 
electric vehicle charging stations on campus, 
purchasing more locally grown produce, 
increasing use of virtual meeting platforms 
such as ooVoo, and introducing bike- and car-
sharing programs. 
“We’ve gone from sustainability being a strategy 
to a value of the university,” said President 
Thomas J. Haas. “It takes hard work and 
collaboration to achieve this accomplishment, 
and it’s a great statement in showing how we’re 
making a difference in the community.”
The rating system includes bronze, silver, gold 
and platinum statuses, but no institution has 
reached platinum status, said Bartels. “We hope 
to get there someday,” he said. 
The full report can be viewed by searching 
“Grand Valley” at www.stars.aashe.org/
institutions.
continued from page 1
Improvements to sustainable efforts led to gold rating
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In the News
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was interviewed by Crain’s 
Michigan Business about low lake levels on 
Lake Michigan. 
Kathryn Remlinger, professor of English, was 
interviewed by the online publication Found 
Michigan for a story on Michigan dialects.
Sketches 
Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s 
Enrichment Center, and Lisa Hickman, 
associate professor of sociology, gave a 
presentation, “Student Parents: A Piece of the 
Reform Puzzle,” at the Retention Conference 
held at Oakland University.
Jeffrey Rollins, database and technology 
specialist, and Caryn King, professor of 
education, gave a presentation, “From the 
Trenches: The Design and Implementation 
of an Online Assessment System,” at the 
annual meeting of the American Association 
of Colleges of Teacher Education in Orlando, 
Florida.
Alex Jacobsson, office coordinator, and 
Caryn King, professor of education, gave 
a presentation, “Planning is Everything: 
Preparing for an Onsite Accreditation Visit,” 
at the annual meeting of the American 
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education in 
Orlando, Florida.
Susan Mendoza, director of undergraduate 
research and scholarship, gave a presentation, 
“Bridging the Chasm: Collaborating with 
Faculty to Transform Our Institutions,” at 
the American College Personnel Association 
Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Douglas Kindschi, director of the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute, gave a science and religion 
presentation at the Cambridge Muslim College 
and presented a senior seminar at the Divinity 
Faculty at Cambridge University.
News and Information Services received 
four Telly Awards for these videos: “Laker for 
a Lifetime,” silver (recruitment) and bronze 
(motivational); 2012 Scholarship Dinner, bronze 
(fundraising), and 2012 April Commencement 
bronze (motivational).
Len O’Kelly, visiting professor of 
communications, gave a presentation, 
“Programming Your Non-Commercial Station 
For a Commercial World,” at the National 
College Media Convention held in New York 
City.
Darren Walhof, associate professor of political 
science, wrote an article, “Habermas, Same-
Sex Marriage and the Problem of Religion in 
Public Life,” published in Philosophy & Social 
Criticism.
Svetoslav Pavlov, affiliate professor of Russian 
studies, wrote an article, “Paradise Lost: Biblical 
Parallels and Autobiographical Allusions in 
Chekhov’s Story ‘The Black Monk,’” published 
in Toronto Slavic Quarterly.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., March 25
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series: 
“Strategies for Delivering Negative News,” 
by Ellen Schendel and Christopher Toth. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
11 a.m.: Guest Artist Master Class: Frances 
Renzi, piano. 1325 PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information.
1 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
“The Dreaming Life of the Australian 
Aborigines,” by James Cowan. 2215/2216 
KC. Call x13898 for more information.
6 p.m.: World Affairs Council Great Decisions 
Discussion Series 2013: “Imperfect 
Union: The Eurozone in Crisis,” by John 
McCormick. Performing Arts Center, 
Aquinas College. Call (616) 776-1721 for 
more information.
Tues., March 26
3 p.m.: Women’s History Month Event: 
“EqualiTEA.” 2204 KC. Call x12748 for 
more information.
4 p.m.: Career Center hosts Summer 
Internship Scramble. 2263 KC. Call x13311 
for more information.
5-10 p.m.: Intercultural Festival. 2250 KC. Call 
x12345 for more information.
6 p.m.: World Affairs Council Great Decisions 
Discussion Series 2013: “Imperfect Union,” 
(Part 2). Performing Arts Center, Aquinas 
College. Call (616) 776-1721 for information.
Wed., March 27
9 a.m.: Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Breakfast hosts Sir Ken Robinson. Tickets 
required, call x17100 for more information.
11:30 a.m.: Johnson Center Lunch & Learn 
Series: “Leading an Organization through 
Transition.” BIK. Call x17585 for more 
information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
Noon: Women’s Commission Fireside Chat: 
“Rights and Education for International 
Women and Girls,” by Susan F. Carson. 
1201 KC. Call x12748 for more information.
12:30 p.m.: Hauenstein Center Wheelhouse 
Talks with Leann Arkema. UICA, 2 Fulton 
St., Grand Rapids. Visit www.hauenstein-
center.org to RSVP.
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series: “Black Moon.” 114 LMH. Call 
x12195 for more information.
7 p.m.: Meijer Lecture Series, Community 
Reading Project host Sir Ken Robinson. FH 
Arena. Visit www.gvsu.edu/read for more 
information.
Thurs., March 28
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.
9 a.m.: TIAA-CREF Retirement Planning 
Individual Appointments. 2227 KC. Visit 
www.tiaa-cref.org/events to schedule an 
appointment.
Fri., March 29
11:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business 
Lunch Series: “The Global Workplace: The 
Business of Fitting In.” 303C DEV. Call 
x17100 to register.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Happiness 
Club, with Linda Yuhas. 2215 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
Sports
Wed., March 27
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Hillsdale College.
3 p.m.: Softball hosts University of Wisconsin-
Parkside.
Fri., March 29
3:30 p.m.: Softball hosts Walsh University.
Sat., March 30
1 p.m.: Softball hosts Lake Erie College.
